quency distribution with peaks at 39 and 49 cm TL was estimated from the catch data at Ishinomaki (mainˆshing port for roughscale sole) in 2008 2009. The age composition divided by the age length key showed that the smaller and larger peaks were mainly composed of males of 6 10 years and females of 6 16 years, respectively.
These results suggest that olderˆsh were mainly caught by oŠshore bottom trawlˆsheries in this area. Furthermore, diŠerences between the otolith sectioning and surface methods for this sole were discussed, and underestimation of ages using the surface method was conˆrmed in 7＋year-oldˆsh. 
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